CULTUAL ARTS
ANNUAL REPORT 2016
Children’s Discover Museum and Normal Theater

Department of Cultural Arts was created in
2016 to highlight the arts we offer in Uptown
Normal. Both entities are truly amazing jewels
in our community.

Shelleigh Birlingmair
Director of Cultural Arts

The Children’s Discovery Museum was founded on the belief that meaningful, fun, informal learning
opportunities should be available to all. We offer hands‐on experiences focused on science,
technology, engineering, art, and math to visitors travel from all over central Illinois. The Museum
believes children learn through the power of play. 11 full‐time staff, 40 part‐time staff, and a
plethora of volunteers enhance visitors learning experiences 6‐days a week (7‐days a week in the
summer).

2016 Museum Highlights
Hello from Japan’s opening event was a great
success in June. The night’s highlights included:
face painting, Japanese drumming, and sushi
sampling! The event was a great kick‐off to the
summer of 2016!
We offered our first Girl Scouts Only‐ STEAM
Night ‐ 186 girls and 94 adults from all over
Central Illinois attended the event participating
in a variety of activities and hand‐on learning
demonstrations. This customized event helped
Scouts earn their science and art badges.
We were awarded a grant from PNC to continue
offering Museum in Motion serving over 1,200
students in central Illinois, working with over
100 classrooms, and 62 teachers.
Museum educators and volunteers visited our
local Boys and Girls Club providing an
opportunity for members to be Makers and
build a Rube Goldberg wall piece for their Club.
We hosted three fundraisers benefiting the
Museum: Ladies Luncheon and Style Show,
Doctors in Concert, and Medici Craft Beer and
Jazz Festival.
And, just for fun, held and EXTRA Day of Play
recognizing Leap Year!

2016 Attendance/Participation Numbers
Total Visitors
143,027
Paid Admissions
45,064
Free Admissions
9,601
Member Visits
40,807
Fieldtrips and Classes
19,998
Family Programs
2,807
Offsite Classes
7,845
Offsite Community Outreach
6,775
Birthday Parties/Rentals
10,130
________________________________________
New Memberships
1,786
Total Volunteer Hours
8,849

The Normal Theater gives residents of Bloomington‐
Normal the classic cinema going experience. Through
a diverse line‐up of classic titles as well as modern
independent, foreign, and documentary films, the
theater highlights stories that resonate with all
members of the community. Additionally, the theater
hosts live events such as concerts, comedy shows,
and lectures, to serve as a multi‐faceted cultural
destination in Uptown Normal.
Admission Total

$124,348

Total Attendance

20,730
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The Arts Tech Film Fest made its debut, a film festival and immersive environment created
through a partnership with the program in Arts Technology at Illinois State University.
We saw an increase in the number of patrons coming through the doors, expanding the
theater’s reach to a wider audience within the community.
Regularly scheduled, free‐to‐attend Monday night comedy and music open mic events gave
community members an opportunity to share their talents with an audience.
The Six Week Film School began in September to give community members an opportunity to
become more familiar with a specific filmmaker or genre, in this case film noir. These six films
were free to attend and had accompanying support materials on the theater’s website as well
as post‐show discussions led by Illinois State University’s William Thomas McBride, the
curator of the series. The Six Week Film School is an on‐going initiative, with programming
already scheduled throughout 2017.
Partnerships with community organizations continued to be a focal point for the theater.
TEDx Normal returned in 2016 and was an incredibly successful event, increasing in scope and
execution from the previous year; the event is slated to return in 2017.
Two live‐event partnerships that were very exciting were the return of Theatre of Ted with
their shadow‐cast production of THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW, and Uptown Dance
with their multi‐media staging of “The Littlest Nutcracker”.
The Late Show launched in 2016, giving audiences a chance to see pop culture favorites, cult
classics, and genre films on the big screen. A mixture of classic titles and new works keeps
this an awesome time at the theater.

